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So far as the natives of this country are concerned, we must
take care not to be carried away by the bait of so tempting a
phrase as Home Rule. Home Rule to us, for a long time to come,
can only mean the substitution of the rule of the Anglo-Indian
bureaucracy for that of the House of Commons and the Secretary
of State as controlled by it. Under either rule, the country cannot
always be safe against the occasional attacks of powerful interests,
but after all it is safer to rest upon the ultimate sense of justice
and righteousness of the whole English people, which in the end
always asserts its nobility, than upon the uncontrolled tendencies
of an officialdom trained in bureaucratic tendencies, and not free
from the demoralising prejudices incident to their position in the
country.
These sentiments expressed a political conviction born of native
intuition and long experience. The wisdom underlying it has been
demonstrated times without number.,Officialdom in India has ill
disguised its dislike of what it has regarded as meddlesome inter-
ference of busybodies functioning at a distance and supremely
ignorant of Indian conditions. It has always wanted a free hand in its
dealings with a people whom Destiny had committed to its paternal
care. Experience, however, has shown the supreme wisdom of having
some outside control of the bureaucratic machine. The question has
now become one of practical importance in view of the changes
which are imminent in the relations of the Government of India
with the Secretary of State. A united demand has gone forth that the
Central government should be freed from the control of Whitehall
to just the same extent as it is made responsible to the will of the
people, and no more.
After his discourse on the constitutional aspect of the measure
before the Council, Pherozeshah went on to deal with the genesis of
the Ml, and showed that it was merely designed to give statutory
form to that which was already the subject of rules and regulations,
which is practice had given rise to various abuses. At this point, he
kid his finger on a grave defect of Indian legislation, vh.^ the
practice of reserving to executive authorities the power of making
rates and regulations to provide for matters which ought to be